The Superpowers and the Middle East
ed by local producers. This has been true not only in countries
which are considered to be politically pro-Western, but also in
those with, close connection with the Soviet Union such as, Egypt
and Syria,65 To a large extent, the impact which the United States
has made on the cultural development in the countries of the Mid-
dle East has been due to the character of the modernizing process
which the latter has chosen to follow.
AFTERMATH OF SUEZ CANAL NATIONALIZATION
To return to the events following the nationalization of the Suez
Canal Company, Nasser's decision took Secretary of State Dulles
completely by surprise. He obviously did not expect Nasser to
react so violently despite the warning by the World Bank Presi-
dent Eugene Black that the consequences of U.S. failure to "go
through with the deal" to finance the Aswan Dam might be seri-
ous. Reaction in Britain and France to Nasser's action was one of
consternation and anger. Besides the financial loss, great alarm
arose over the possibility that retaliation might extend to inter-
ference in the free flow of traffic through the Suez Canal, espe-
cially in view of Nasser's record (between 1948 and 1956) of
illegally closing the Canal to Israel's ships and to any cargo bound
for her ports, in defiance of United Nations orders. Since the free
use of the Canal was a matter of vital importance to both Great
Britain and France, these two countries were inclined from the
first to adopt strong measures aimed at reasserting their rights.
** It was significant that even when American-Syrian diplomatic relations
were near the breaking point in the sixties, the American cultural program
in the country flourished and was eagerly sought out, especially by the
university community. Again, although the UAR broke its relations with
the United States during the Six-Day war in June 1967, it has continued
to send students to the United States to study, has allowed the American
University in Cairo to function, and has been eager to have the Fulbright
exchange program revived.